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Carlo di Giovanni Rossi was an 
Italian architect who worked 
in Imperial Russia. He was the 
author of many classical 
buildings and architectural 
ensembles in Saint 
Petersburg and its environs.



Carlo Rossi was born 29 
December 1775 
in Naplesand and was 
brought to Russia in his 
childhood when his 
mother Guertroude
Rossi-Le Picq, a well-
known ballerina, was 
invited into Russia to 
perform. He trained in 
the studio of 
architect Vincenzo 
Brenna. In 1795 he 
entered the service of 
the admiralty board of 
architecture, as the 
assistant to Brenna



The buildings of Rossi are characteristic of the empire style, which combines 
grandeur with noble simplicity. These include: the Yelagin Palace with the 
hothouse and the pavilions, the Mikhailovsky Palace, General Staff Building, 
the buildings of the Senate and Synod and others



The Mikhailovsky Palace
The main core of the 
palace was built 
between 1819 and 
1820, with the wings 
added the following 
year; by the end of 
1822 the bulk of the 
construction was 
finished. The palace 
was officially 
completed on 11 
September 1825, 
when the Emperor 
presented it to Grand 
Duke Michael and his 
heirs in perpetuity.



This is a grand 
ducal palace in Saint 
Petersburg, Russia. It is 
located on Arts 
Square and is an 
example of Empire style 
neoclassicism. The 
palace currently houses 
the main building of 
the Russian 
Museum and displays its 
collections of early, folk, 
eighteenth, and 
nineteenth century art.



History
The palace was designed as a residence for Grand Duke Michael Pavlovich, youngest son 
of Emperor Paul I. At Paul's order, several hundred thousand rubles were to be set aside 
annually for the construction of the palace from 1798 onwards. The designs were drawn 
up by Carlo Rossi in 1817. The site eventually chosen was a space that had previously 
seen little development, between the confluence of the Fontanka and Moyka Rivers, 
the Griboyedov Canal and Nevsky Prospect. It had been used as garden and hunting 
space, with Empress Elizabeth'sSummer Palace, and later Emperor Paul's Mikhailovsky
Castle being located nearby.



The palace consists of a 
central block with two 
wings, housing the service 
spaces. The western wing 
was termed the Freylinskiy
wing, or the ladies-in-
waiting wing, and the 
eastern, the Manezhny
wing, or the riding hall 
wing. A separate 
outbuilding by the 
Manezhny wing was used 
for stables, with another 
outbuilding, the Laundry 
House, placed at the corner 
of Inzhenernaya and 
Sadovaya streets



The palace faced Mikhailovsky
Square, now Arts Square. Its 
facade consists of 
a rusticated lower floor below 
the piano nobile portico, 
a loggiawith a three-quarter 
eight-columned 
Corinthian colonnade supporti
ng a triangular pediment with 
armour decorations by Stepan 
Pimenov and Vasily Demut-
Malinovsky. The entrance 
staircase is flanked by 
two Medici lions, specially cast 
for the palace in 1824



The 
entryway 
leads into 
a large 
vestibule 
with a bas-
reliefs, a 
Corinthian 
colonnade,
plafond a

nd skylight



The design of the palace became 
internationally renowned and respected. 
After hearing reports from his ambassador 
to Russia, Granville Leveson-Gower, 1st 
Earl Granville, King George IV of the United 
Kingdom asked the Russian emperor for a 
model of the palace



Creation of the museum

Witte suggested that Nicholas II might 
take up occupancy in the Mikhailovsky
Palace, though Nicholas preferred to 
stay in the Winter Palace. Meanwhile, 
the proposed Kseniinsky Institute had 
already taken possession of 
the Nicholas Palace. Witte then 
suggested that the Mikhailovsky Palace 
would make a suitable home for a 
museum of Russian art in honour of 
Emperor Alexander III, which Nicholas 
agreed to



The State Russian Museum is the 
world's largest depository 
of Russian fine art. It is also one of 
the largest art museums in the 
world. Today the collection shows 
Russian art from the 10th century 
up to the 21st century, covering all 
genres from the old 
Russian icon painting to 
contemporary art



thank you for your 
attention


